
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

1 | P a g e  
 

 

Art Progression of Knowledge, Understanding and Skills 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Intent 
Our art curriculum gives every pupil the opportunity to develop their creative skills and learn about 
artists both past and present.  Pupils are encouraged to expand their artistic abilities by having the 
opportunity to work with a range of mediums on a variety of 2-D and 3-D projects.  Selborne pupils 

develop a rigorous understanding of art and design and understand how it shapes our nation.  
 

We will teach pupils 

substantive 
knowledge. 

 

Pupils will develop their knowledge of a range of mediums.  As they go through the 

different year groups, they will build on their understanding of colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space by creating their own works.  They will learn about great 

artists, both past and present, and understand the important role they play in expanding 
our cultural knowledge.  

We will provide 

pupils with 
opportunities to 

work as artists.  

Pupils will be given the opportunity to use a wide range of materials for drawing, painting 

and sculpture.  They will become more proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and 
other art, craft and design techniques.  They will be encouraged to think critically about 

their work and reflect upon how great artists have helped shape our cultural landscape. 
Art work will be shared on the school website in the ‘Art of the Week’ gallery.  

We focus on 
effective teaching 
of artistic 

vocabulary.  

Pupils will develop spoken language related to the work they create.   They will learn to 
articulate their artistic opinions using precise language and be taught to evaluate and 
analyse both their own and the work of others using the language of art, craft and 

design.  
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Progression of art skills for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 

 EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Drawing 
Pencil, 
pastel, ink, 
chalks 
 

- Use tools for a 
purpose 
- Use a variety of 
drawing tools 
- Start to 
represent 
objects 
- Represent their 
own feelings 

- Extend variety 
of drawing tools 
- Record 
thoughts and 
feelings  
- Observe and 
draw faces  
- Share ideas 
visually 
- Use ‘portrait’ 
and ‘landscape’ 

- Experiment 
with tools and 
surfaces 
- Record 
thoughts and 
feelings 
- Use a variety 
of drawing tools 
- Talk through 
their drawings 
- Begin to 
understand 
terminology like 
foreground and 
background  
 

- Use a variety of 
pencils 
- Develop  
control of their 
drawing 
instrument  
- Begin to 
experiment with 
shading to 
develop form 
- More accurate 
drawings of 
faces 
 

- More accurate 
drawings of 
whole people, 
thinking about 
proportion 
- Revisit drawings 
to improve upon 
them. 
- Plan a picture 
using foreground 
and background 

- Use a variety of 
drawing 
techniques to 
capture 
observations  
- Evaluate and 
discuss their 
work 
- Draw with 
concept of  
perspective 
- Interpret the 
texture of a 
surface  

- Study effect of 
light on objects 
and people from 
different 
directions 
- Produce 
increasingly 
accurate 
drawings of 
people 
-Further develop 
ideas of 
perspective  
- Understand the 
outcomes of 
different tools 
 
 
 

Painting 
Colour, 
inks 

- Use paint to 
capture 
experience 
- Represent their 
own ideas  
- Explore colours 
- Understand 
colour changes 
when mixed  
 

- Name all of the 
colours 
- Identify primary 
colours  
- Apply colour 
with a range of 
tools 
- Learn about a 
famous painter 

- Develop 
technique in 
using form, 
shape and space 
with paint 
- Use a variety 
of brushes 
- Understand 
primary colour 
and mix to 
make secondary  

- Develop control 
over  a 
paintbrush and 
other tools 
- Colour mixing 
- Offer opinions 
on a painter’s 
work. 
- Use a variety of 
brushes. 

- Develop further 
control over  a 
paintbrush and 
other tools 
- Revisit their 
ideas 
- Use ‘tint, tone 
and shade’. 
- Use different 
types of paint 

-  Continue to 
develop control 
of tools 
- Evaluate and 
discuss their 
own work 
- Understand 
outcomes can 
change when 
different tools 

- Use ‘hue, tint, 
tone, shade and 
mood’ 
- Evaluate their 
own work and 
that of others. 
- Use different 
paints and 
different brush 
strokes to create 
specific effects.  
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- Make links 
between their 
work and a 
famous painter.   
 

- Review the work 
of a famous 
painter 

and paint are 
used. 
- Use ‘hue, tint, 
tone, shade and 
mood’ 
- Compare their 
own work with 
that of a famous 
painter. 
 
 
 

- Access their 
own tools for 
best effect.  

Sculpture 
Clay, wire, 
paper, 
mod roc, 
boxes, 
dough  

- Use tools for a 
purpose 
- Begin to 
assemble and 
join materials 
- Construct with 
a purpose in 
mind 

- Develop 
techniques for 
shape and 
texture 
- Construct with 
a purpose 
- Understand 
materials can be 
manipulated 
- Learn about a 
famous sculptor 
- Make simple 
joins 

- Shape and 
form from 
observation 
- Experiment 
using tools in 
different ways 
- Create 
patterns 
understanding 
different tools 
can do this 
- Link their own 
work to that of 
a famous 
sculptor 

- Begin to 
develop their 
control of tools  
- Develop their 
techniques 
(joining) 
- Discuss and 
review work of a 
famous sculptor 

- Understand that 
tools can be used 
to manipulate 
material. 
- Plan and 
develop ideas 
- Continue to 
develop their 
techniques  
- Evaluate and 
take inspiration 
from famous 
sculptors 

- Plan and 
develop ideas 
- Shape, form, 
model and join 
- Continue to 
develop their 
control and use 
of specific tools 
for  a purpose. 
- Evaluate and 
discuss their 
own work. 
- Understand 
outcomes can 
change through 
experimentation 
- Compare their 
work to that of a 
famous sculptor. 
 
 
 

- Independently 
access the tools 
and materials for 
a desired 
outcome. 
- Improve their 
mastery of 
techniques 
- Evaluate their 
own work and 
that of others.  
- Compare their 
own work to a 
famous sculptor  
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Printing 
String, lino, 
found 
objects, 
wood 
blocks, 
fruit/veg 

- Use tools for a 
purpose 
- Repeat 
patterns  
- Print with a 
variety of 
objects 

- Print with a 
wide variety of 
objects 
- Identify the 
different forms 
printing takes 

- Understand 
tools can be 
used to create 
intricate 
patterns and 
designs 
- Continue to 
print with a 
variety of 
objects 

- Create relief 
and impressed 
printing 
- Understand 
colour can 
change the 
outcome of a 
print 

- Improve 
techniques in 
using texture, 
line, shape, form 
and space 
- Record 
patterns/textures 
in a sketchbook 
- Look at famous 
artists of who 
used printing  

- Develop their 
techniques 
through 
experimentation 
- Combine 
different print 
techniques  
- Look at famous 
artists of who 
have used 
printing 
 

- Develop their 
control and 
increase 
awareness of 
design 
-Use lino/ 
screenprinting  
- Look at famous 
artists of who 
used printing 
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Year Group overview 
 

At Selborne, we believe in using a wide range of inspirations for our art works.  These include the class books we are reading and our history, science and 
geography topics.  We introduce the children to a culturally diverse range of artists, both new and old. We are continually improving our art curriculum in 
order to incorporate artists and exhibitions in the news.  This is a working document as we believe an art curriculum should not be set in stone.  However, our 
progression of skills remain at the heart of everything we teach.   

 
 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Y1 Colour wheel: Mondrian 

Dogs: pastels/colour pencil – 
shading/collage 

Turtles: watercolour/wax 
crayon 

 
Skills:  

Extend variety of drawing 
tools 

Use portrait and landscape 
Identify primary 

colours/name colours 
Use wide range of tools 

Yayoi Kasuma  

Pumpkins: 
 charcoal/crayons/ 

painting – variety of brushes 
Frogs: watercolour/wax 

brush control  
George Duboeuf ripped 

paper collage  
Snowmen: collage, cutting 

accurately 
 

Skills:  
Share ideas  

Learn about a famous painter 
Increased brush control 

Share ideas 
 

Superheroes: 

portraits/pastels 
Roy Lichtenstein  

Polar bears: pastel/paint 
using mixing (tones) 

 
Skills:  

Observe and draw faces 
Apply colour with a range of 

tools 
Construct with purpose 

Understand materials can be 
manipulated 

 
 

Pandas: fork painting/ 

collage (PSHE LINK) 
Faces: show artists Glyn 

Philpott/Ali Kazim/Annie 
Leibowitz/Van 

Gogh/Picasso/Frieda 
Khalo/Chis Offilli 

 proportion/pencil 5b 
etc/charcoal 

 
Skills:  

Observe and draw faces 
Apply colour with a range of 

tools 
Different pencils for 

sketching 
 

 
 

 
 

Portraits: proportion/ 

Collage,  
Kings and Queens:  

Holbein 
painting/drawing 

Outdoor art:  
Andy Goldsworth/ Marc 

Pouyet/Richard Long 
 

Skills:  
Observe and draw faces 

Understand ephemeral art 
Art from nature 

Ice creams: 

drawing/watercolour/ 
Crabs: painting (tones)/ 

Collage/felt tip 
Seagulls: 

drawing/painting/wax  
crayon 

 
Skills:  

Observe and draw faces 
Apply colour with a range of 

tools 
Use a variety of brushes 

 

Y2 Colour mixing sums:  
Mondrian 

Louise Bourgeois:  colour 
mixing  

Self-portraits:  
Van Gogh/Picasso/Frieda 
Khalo/Chris Offilli 

Proportion/pastel/  
watercolour  

Fish: filling space/ 
watercolour/wax 

crayon/colour choices 
 

Skills:  

Crops: perspective/vanishing 
point/outlining/drawing/colou

r choices 
Paper sculptures: Yayoi 

Kasuma /manipulating/ . 
pleating/folding/cutting 
Snowmen: collage/design 

 
Skills:  

Begin to understand 
foreground and background 

Begin to talk about 
perspective  

Penguins: collage/paint  
  

Skills:  
Begin to understand different 

materials can be combined 
for collage 
Make links between their 

work and a famous painter 
Understand how to alter 

paint colour 
 

Tigers: mixed media  
Henri Rousseau: 

paintings/collage/shading/ 
watercolour/tissue paper/ 

Straws 
Henri Matisse: consider 
works.  Focus on Snow-

flowers.  Paint 
mixing/collage/organic shapes 

 
Skills:  

Talk through their drawings  
Work with a variety of 

materials  

Kandinsky abstract art: 
pastels 

Kandinsky abstract 
collage: shapes/colour 

choices 
 
Skills:  

Begin to understand the idea 
of abstract art 

Shape and form observation  
 

 

Helen Galler 
Watermelon: proportion/ 

perspective/paint/ 
pastel/patterns/ design/ 

colour choice  
Relief faces: abstract 
cardboard faces  

Chris Ofilli/Picasso/ African 
art/Easter Island/ 

Paul Klee 
Sunflowers: Van Gogh:    

with charcoal/chalk 
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Extend knowledge of colour 
Develop technique using 

form shape and space 
Make links between their 

work and a famous painter.  
 

 

Link their own work to that 
of a famous sculptor 

Experiment using paper in a 
different way 

 

  
Skills:  

Offer opinions  
Create larger works to 

understand the importance 
of space  

Y3 Railways: perspective, 

charcoal drawings 
Birds: cardboard sculptures 

manipulating materials 
Fernando Botero Kamelia 

Sofranova Saatchi Gallery 
collection  

Spirals: 
watercolours/pastels/ 

abstract 
 

Skills:  
Use a variety of pencils 

Experiment with shading 
Develop their techniques 

(joining)  
Discuss and review work of a 

famous sculptor 
 

 
 

 Stone Age: cave drawings 

with charcoal, white pastel 
shading 

Printing: using string relief 
Mosaic: (link with Roman 

topic) non-traditional 
Julian Opie 

 
Skills:  

Develop control of their 
drawing instrument 

Begin to experiment with 
shading 

Create relief printing 
Explore mosaic and its 

modern form 

 

  

Rainforest:  Henri Rousseau 

pastel  
Fernand Leger:  

Transport collages, primary 
colours 

drawings/perspective/paint 
Hot Chocolate: Helen 

Galler Painting 
 

Skills:  
Develop control of over a 

paintbrush 
Use a variety of brushes 

Use a famous painter to 
inspire collage 

  

Y4 Blitz Silhouette: pastels 
paint, tones 

Paul Klee Abstract faces: 
design/shape choice/pastels 

Rememberance Day: 
tissue collage, perspective  

 
Skills: 

Revisit their ideas 
Review the work of a famous 

painter 
Plan a picture using 

foreground and background 
Develop further control over 

a paintbrush 
Use tint, tone and shade.  

 
  

  Moonlit sky: 
painting/tones/shades/ 

perspective 
Vikings: pastel portraits 

from imagination 
Roots and Shoots: instant 

sculpture, instant inspiration 
Yayoi Kasuma 

 
Skills:  

Revisit their ideas 
Understand tools can be 

used to manipulate material 
Take inspiration from famous 

sculptors 
 

 

 Antony Caro paper 
sculpture and relief 

picture: manipulating, 
designing 

Rivers: pointillism  
Manet 

 
Skills:  

Plan a picture using 
background and foreground 

Evaluate and take inspiration 
from famous sculptors 

Develop further control over 
paintbrushes and other tools  
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Y5  Cubism portraits: 
Picasso  

Abstract/pastels/perspective 
Animal Sculptures: 

cardboard designing 
manipulating imagining 

Picasso 
Giacometti     

Greek Pots: accurate 
painting/appropriate design 

 
Skills:  

Use a variety of drawing 
techniques 

Compare their work with 
that of a famous artist 

Continue to develop control 
of tools 

Compare their work to a 
famous sculptor 

Increase understanding of the 
idea of abstract 

 

 
 

 

  Portraits: Charlie Chaplin 
pastel and charcoal 

Andy Warhol 
Landscape: link to Jamie 

Drake Equation 
Alexander Calder 

Wire sculptures 
Manipulating wire 

 
Skills:  

Use a variety of drawing 
techniques 

Use vocabulary: hue, tint, 
tone, shade and mood 

Plan and develop ideas 
 

Collage: Barbara Kruger art 
with a message 

Typography: designing a 
font Bob and Roberta Smith  

Wire sculpture: 
manipulating wire and foil 

Giacometti  
 

Skills:  
Plan and develop design ideas 

Understand art can be 
political and deliver a 

message 
Look at famous artists who 

use typography  
Manipulate materials 

Compare work to a famous 
sculptor 

Y6  Kings and Queens 

portraits: portrait painting  
Holbein 

Cardboard Relief faces: 
abstract faces experimenting 

with manipulation of 
cardboard 

Picasso 
Cityscapes: watercolour, 

black ink, perspective  
 

 
Skills:  

Improve mastery of 
techniques 

Evaluate their own work and 
that of others 

Produce increasingly accurate 
drawings of people 
Further develop ideas of 

perspective  

Sarcophagus: metallic 

paint/appropriate design 
Stencils:  

Banksy and female graffiti 
collective  

 
 

Skills:  
Improve mastery of 

techniques 
Compare their own work to 

a famous sculptor  
Develop their ideas of design 

Look at famous artists who 
use stencils  

Wire-based animal 

sculptures: 
Alberto Giacometti using 

wire, tape and newspaper 
Optical illusions: using felt 

tip  
Brigitte Riley 

 
 

Skills:  
Use different paints and 

brushes 
Further develop ideas of 

perspective 
 

 

  

 


